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Maria Griffiths found this prayer by Billy Graham, and it does
seem strangely noteworthy for this time of year in 2011.

We thank God for the blessings of the past year and the
challenges that He brought us through. We realize for some the
challenges have been great, but God’s Love and Grace can bring us to
new heights of trusting in Him. My Sandra and | are thankful for the

A God given opportunity to be in your midst for ministry and proclaiming
itk the Good News of the His Kingdom.
Merry Christmas and As you read Billy Graham’s prayer, you may find it helpful to
Blessings in the coming New say it out loud and make it your prayer to your Heavenly Father as you
Year. remember the past year and the hope of 2012.
Pastor Charles Moore, Sandy, and Family

Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we confess our need of Your
presence and Your guidance as we face the future.

We each have our hopes and expectations for the year that is ahead of us—but You alone know
what it holds for us, and only You can give us the strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its
challenges. So help us to humbly put our hands into Your hand, and to trust You and to seek Your will for
our lives during this coming year.

In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure us of the certainty of Your unchanging
love. In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help us to turn to You for the
stability and comfort we will need. In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our stubborn self-
will, help us not to lose our way but to have the courage to do what is right in Your sight, regardless of the
cost. And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits, open our eyes to the sorrows and
injustices of our hurting world, and help us to respond with compassion and sacrifice to those who are
friendless and in need. May our constant prayer be that of the ancient Psalmist: “Teach me, O Lord, to
follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end” (Psalm 119:33).

We pray for our nation and its leaders during these difficult times, and for all those who are seeking
to bring peace and justice to our dangerous and troubled world. We pray especially for Your protection on
all those who serve in our armed forces, and we thank You for their commitment to defend our freedoms,
even at the cost of their own lives. Be with their families also, and assure them of Your love and concern
for them. Bring our divided nation together, and give us a greater vision of what You would have us to be.
Your Word reminds us that “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).

As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your goodness to us—far beyond what we
have deserved. May we never presume on Your past goodness or forget all Your mercies to us, but may
they instead lead us to repentance, and to a new commitment to make You the foundation and center of our
lives this year.

And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise and hope of this new year, and we look forward
to it with expectancy and faith. This | ask in the name of our Lord and Savior, who by His death and

resurrection has given us hope both for this world and the world to come. Amen
Reprinted from The Saturday Evening Post magazine, © 2008 Saturday Evening Post Society.  Reprinted with permission.
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Special Services/Events

December 4 — 2" Sunday in Advent

Praise & Worship @ 6:30

December 10 - Breakfast with Santa 8:00 — 10:00
Tabb High Girls Chorus Concert @ 7:00 p.m.

December 11 - 3rd Sunday in Advent

December 18 — 4th Sunday in Advent
Christmas Cantata @ 10:00 Worship Service
UMW Bake Sale

December 24 — Christmas Eve Services @ 7:00 &
11:00 p.m

December 22 .

December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE !

December 31 — New Year’s Eve

January 1 - NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICE
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February Newsletter Deadline
January 23, 2012

Place your article(s) in the Newsletter mailbox, or
email to news editor at ethel_story@hotmail.com

Meetings

The Council on Ministries will not meet in
December. The next meeting will be a training
retreat on Saturday, January 14 from 9:00 a.m. -
2:00 p.m. at the church. Lunch will be served.
Please mark your calendar and — plan to attend !

The Administrative Board will meet on
Monday, January 30 at 6:30 p.m. Your attendance
is appreciated.

Altar Flowers

December Janet Hunley 898-5397
Mary Ann Browne  898-6527
January Glenda Jantz 898-1659
Cheryl Kincaid 890-0026

Worship Committee

A special thank you to the following members
who helped decorate the church for Christmas: Ed
Renninger, Kenny Drosselmeier, Allen Conway for
setting up the Christmas tree; Kay Locke, Carolyn
Drosselmeier, Jakie Moore, Dianne Ahl, Betty
Kopczynski and Kay O’Beirne for decorating the
tree, sanctuary and outdoor decorations; David and
Joan Rhodes for setting up the Advent Wreath.

Thanks so much to those who purchased
poinsettias for the sanctuary. The generosity of
everyone provided a beautiful setting for our
celebration of the birth of Christ.

The 2012 Flower Calendar will be available in
the narthex on December 11". Please take this
opportunity to sign-up for floral arrangements in
honor or memory of a loved one, in celebration of a
joyous event or to the Glory of God.

Thank you. Kay O’Beirne, 898-3382.


http://www.crooksmemorialumc.org/
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The Christmas Cantata is on December 18 at 10:00
during the Sunday Worship Service.

TAPESTRY OF

A CELTIC CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION

By Joseph M. Martin

Choir Ministry —Joinus ! '!

Schedule for Wednesday night rehearsals:

Full choir - 7:00 p.m.
Men’s chorus — 1% & 3" Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Hand bells — 2" & 4™ Wed. 6:00 p.m.

United Methodist Women

The annual UMW Holiday Bake Sale ‘
will be held on December 18 at the church. Come
get your Christmas goodies !

Circle Meetings
(All Women are invited to attend these UMW
Circles which are dedicated to supporting missions.

Bertha Wainwright Circle will meet Jan 9 at 7:30
PM at Elizabeth Callaham’s, 898-5363.

Patti Olsen Circle will meet Jan. 10 at 10:00 AM at
the Church. Mary Ann Browne: 369-8049

Ladies Bible Study Groups

Noon Mondagf Bible Study will be meeting on
Dec. 5th & 19" and Jan. 16" @ noon at the church.
Bring a Sandwich! We are studying “Facing the
Giants in Your Life”. Mary Ann Browne, 369-
8049.

Tuesday Ladies’ Bible Study — (Tuesday mornings

in members’ homes). For current information
please call Martha Wilkins, 833-0256.

Mattie Blaha Ladies Bible Study meets 9:30 —
11:30 AM every Wed. We are studying the Beth
Moore series, “Jesus, the One and Only”.

Meeting locations for December:

7 Donna Hamilton 898-6822
14 church (video) 898-6702
21 NO MEETING - - -
28 NO MEETING - - -
January:

4 Donna Hamilton 898-6822
11 Diane Ahl 898-8093
18 Pat Queen 898-6133
25  Shirley Cooper 886-9549

The BGs

(Beyond Grief - for widows & widowers)

The BGs will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 7" at
9:30 @ the Church to leave for Smithfield for
shopping and lunch at the Smithfield Inn. On
Tuesday, Jan. 10 there will be a light lunch and
planning session at the church. This will be
followed by a Post-Christmas White Elephant
Exchange !

Janet Hunley, 898-5397.

Meet ‘n’ Greet

Thanks to all who have helped make this new
time of fellowship so successful! It’s great to meet
after Sunday service in the Fellowship Hall to share
with friends and meet new ones! (The snacks are
great, too.) Y’all come!



Spiritual Formation
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Good Morning Prayer

Need fellowship? Need prayer? Want purpose?
Come share !

The Good Morning Prayer group meets at
7:00 a.m. in the sanctuary every Friday morning.
Come join us for devotions and prayer! This is a
wonderful way to start off your Friday.

Prayer request cards are available in the narthex
for those for whom you would like special prayer.
These may be placed in the offering plate on Sunday
morning or turned in to the church office.

Faith Development

(_‘,atch fb@

V\\/f
o L AN
!
Loving all
Encouraging all

To serve as disciples of Jesus Christ

z
o,

uo

Welcoming all Nurturing all

Intentional Faith Development
Opportunities

New study offering:

* The Journey - Walking the Road to Bethlehem by
Adam Hamilton

6:30 PM Tuesday evenings November 29 -
December 20

Adam Hamilton describes this study as a prequel
to his study, 24 Hours That Changed the World. He
has taken the same approach with a study of the
Gospel stories surrounding the birth of Jesus. He
draws from the insights of scholars, historians,
theologians, and archaeologists to look at the Bible
accounts with fresh understanding.

Each session will begin with a video of the
regions where the birth story took place. It is not
necessary to purchase the book, but I do recommend
purchasing the book of daily reflections that will
accompany the study.

May God bless our studies together,

Your Intentional Faith Development Team
Ricki, Connie, David R., David G., Harris, Pastor
Charlie and Sandy

Youth in Action

Crook's Youth Itinerary

December 4 - Youth group @ the church
(discussion of the ski trip)
Possible Locations: Wintergreen

Massanutten

Snowshoe

December 18th- Christmas Party (Secret Santa/
gag gift party)

Children’s Ministries

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

I am truly thankful to all who contributed to the
shoe box mission project this year. We received 68
gift boxes to be sent to needy children around the
world, plus $263 in donations to help with the
shipping costs. | especially want to thank Connie
Koppelman for helping sort, count, and pack the
shoe boxes into cartons, and to Walter Moyer for
helping deliver them to the drop-off location in
Newport News. Many children will be blessed by
these gifts, and their lives will be changed forever as
they experience the love of Jesus Christ.



BIRTHDAY PARTY
On Sun., Dec. 18 at 9:00 AM in the Sunday School
classroom, we will be celebrating the birthdays of
the following children:
Lily Harr (Dec. 6)
Alyssa Grella (Dec. 23)
There will NOT be a birthday party in Jan.
Norma Colton, Children’s Ministries

Our Church Family

Missions

We look forward to Donald and Carol
Paige and family being home on furlough. We are
hoping they will be able to share with us one
Sunday before they return to Paraguay.

NAVAJO:

The first home improvement trip to the
Navajo was such a success that we're signing up
again for Sawmill, Arizona. We're scheduled for
July 7-14, 2012 (rreturn on July 15. Please contact
Joy Pryde-Haskins, Joyce.PrydeHaskins@fcps.edu,
or me as to whether you are interested in checking
out this very moving mission experience!

In Mission,

Danielle Roeber jmu95wm98@gmail.com
MISSIONS:

“If you have never been on an UMVIM mission

team, | challenge you to commit to be a part of one

in 2012. It will change your life, help you discern

your purpose and it will remind you that your life in

Christ is not about you!

Enjoy the gift of God's grace and love expressed
through Christ this Christmas! But also enjoy the
freedom and joy that comes from knowing that
"Christmas is not about you!"

Lester Spencer

Senior Pastor, Gulf Breeze, UMC

President, UMVIM, SEJ Executive Board

Weleome

A warm and hearty welcome to:

Bob & and Debbie Braziel as they join us in
Christian fellowship as members of Crooks
Memorial UMC.

Sympathy

Our heartfelt sympathy and Christian love go out to:

Ella Carteret and family on the death of her sister,
Virginia (Ginger) Daughtry, on November 24,
2011.
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Notes of Thanks

Dear Crooks Church Family & Love Extended,

| think this card you just sent me was the
strongest one yet. You said a lot — just what I
needed. Thank you for everything! 1 hope you all
had a Safe and Happy Thanksgiving.
Love, Susan Atwood.

Dear Friends
I wish to express my thanks for all of your
prayers, visits, phone calls & gifts on my 90"
birthday. It was so very nice of you to remember
me on my special day. And | appreciate it so much.
| feel truly blessed to have so many good friends.
Love, Shirley Phillips
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To all my friends at Crooks — Old and New
May this beautiful season
Give you many new reasons
To rejoice and thank the Lord.

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving

Willa Mae Alderman (Mrs. Cliff)

(Come see the card and the beautiful picture of
Willa Mae as a Blue Ridge Mountain Cook.
It is posted on the office bulletin board.)

Dear Friends
| wish to express my thanks for all of your
prayers, visits, phone calls & gifts on my 90"
birthday. It was so very nice of you to remember
me on my special day. And | appreciate it so much. |
feel truly blessed to have so many good
friends.
Love, Shirley Phillips

Dear Fellowship Class,

Thank you all so much for your support. |
really enjoy getting the cards and gifts. The
pictures of my kids are wonderful.

| miss everyone very much.

Keep the Home Fires Burning and have a
very Merry Christmas.

God bless you all,

Jeff Gardner

Dear Crooks Memorial United Methodist Women,
Many thanks for your recent generous gift to

the Lackey Free Clinic. Thanks for your support

and for this expression of your confidence in our

ministry!

Sincerely,

Robert Bradley, Jr., Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Santa’s Breakfast was a great success!!
UMM, Choir, and many more : Thank you so
much for the help!

Shirley Cooper, Outreach chair

Dear Friends,

We would like to thank the United
Methodist Men for their donation of $500 and
Shirley Cooper (including those who helped her)
for preparing the WWNS which earned another
$318. These monies were put in the Church
Office Fund. Your gifts are being used for the
purchase of a new printer for our Church.
Thanks so much for blessing our Church.

Crooks Memorial United Methodist Church
Members & Friends

I want to thank my church family for the
prayers, cards, phone calls and visits during my
recent illness. It was a very scary time, but I am
feeling better each day. | definitely believe in the
power of prayer, and God answered your prayers. |
truly felt the many prayers that were said for me.

Please continue to pray for me as | recover
and gain back my strength.

Grace and Peace,
Jean Lynch

The York County Church Women United Food
Closet
Gratefully acknowledges your donation of
$150.00 on November 21, 2011.

Dear Wayne,

Please thank the Crooks Memorial United
Methodist Men for your generous gifts to Heart
Havens this year. [ hope you've all had an
opportunity to visit the Morrison Home and meet
the folks who live there. Your gifts impact their
lives and those of their families by providing a safe
place to call home; each Heart Havens home
becomes a new family unit. You all have made that
happen.

Pat Maehr,
Heart Havens Director of Development



